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Aneurysm Surgery 
Authors: I. Farris and B. Buxton 
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1995. 
282 pages, £125. 
Aneurysm Surgery, like other books in the Practice of 
Surgery series, is well written and clearly illustrated. 
As its title implies, it is a technical manual covering 
the operative procedures for dealing with all arterial 
aneurysms. The primary focus is operations for aortic 
aneurysms. In this regard it deals with abdominal and 
thoracoabdominal comprehensively and authorita- 
tively. There are particularly helpful chapters concern- 
ing technically difficult infrarenal aortic aneurysms 
such as: juxtarenal aneurysms, aortocaval fistulas, 
venous anomalies and injuries, horseshoe kidneys and 
renal ectopia, inflammatory aneurysms and the calci- 
fied aorta. A further useful section is given over to the 
management of false aneurysms and infection. 
While unavoidable in the interests of completeness, 
a fifth of the book is devoted to techniques for 
repairing aneurysms of the arch and ascending aorta. 
In U.K. practice these are the domain of cardiothoracic 
rather than peripheral vascular surgeons. Although 
interesting, the information contained in this section is 
unlikely to be of direct value to British vascular 
surgeons. This criticism may be less pertinent for 
surgeons practising on the European continent. 
Despite the excellent coverage of aortic disease, the 
chapters concerning other aneurysms are less com- 
manding. No doubt, some shorter chapters reflect he 
rarity of the aneurysms they cover. There is also 
repetition of coverage of femoral and popliteal aneu- 
rysms within the series (Arterial Surgery of the Lower 
Limb, P. R. F. Bell).' 
The major oversight of this book is a failure to even 
mention endovascular techniques for dealing with 
aneurysms uch as the use of graft-stents. 
In my opinion, Aneurysm Surgery is a good, author- 
itative technical manual. Its particular strength is the 
way it deals with difficult aortic and unusual arterial 
aneurysms. For these reasons I would strongly recom- 
mend its purchase for departmental libraries. It is 
however probably too expensive for the average 
private reader (and certainly too expensive for train- 
ees). Expense is particularly significant as at least two 
books from the series will be required to cover the 
operative range required of most vascular surgeons. A
cheaper edition, possibly soft-covered with cheaper 
paper and fewer blank pages, might broaden this 
book's readership. 
Mark Tyrrell 
London, U.K. 
Vascular Surgery, 4th Edition 
Editor: R. D. Rutherford 
W. B. Saunders, 1995. 
£200. 
This is the 4th edition of a two volume text which has 
no fewer than 181 contributors from throughout the 
U.S.A. It is divided into 19 sections which contain 153 
chapters and each volume contains a full chapter and 
subject index. 
The book brings together a wealth of knowledge 
covering all aspects of vascular surgery with discus- 
sions on diagnosis, pathophysiology, investigation 
and treatment of each disorder covered. It commences 
with a chapter on the basic clinical assessment of the 
vascular patient and then provides a background of 
the haemodynamics of blood flow including the role 
of the vascular laboratory and imaging in vascular 
diagnosis. Newer investigations including spiral CT, 
magnetic resonance angiography and colour flow 
imaging are discussed to a level suitable for 
surgeons. 
A thorough background to individual vascular 
disorders is provided by a general chapter on the 
pathophysiology of arterial disease, with specific 
aspects being discussed in the relevant chapters. 
Individual chapters are also included on the use of 
drug therapy and blood transfusion. 
In recent years there has been a considerable 
increase in the role of interventional radiology in the 
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